
What Does “Design-Build” Mean?
by Martha Staab

When you are looking into remodeling a space in your home, you may run into the term “Design-Build”. If you are brand new to remodeling 

you may not know what this means.  Let’s break it down.
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Design-Build is a method to deliver a project in which it is designed and constructed by a single entity such as a design 

build contractor. In other words, it’s a one stop shop for all of your remodeling needs. Design-build firms overlap with 

design and construction phases of the project.

So let’s say you drop by one of your researched design build firms. You would be able to talk to a designer that specializ-

es in kitchens, bath, additions, etc. This gives the customer time to chat with a true professional and stroll around the 

showroom and look at various materials they may potentially want in their project.

Designers go and measure the spaces of their client’s homes and draw out the space using 3D rendering software. 

These drawings have precise measurements of the spaces they measured and the various new components the client 

wants to put in those spaces.

The designers and clients can then go around the show room or trusted vendors to select items for their remodel. You 

can have everything from cabinets, tiles, countertops and hardware taken care of in one place without the hassle of 

tracking down every element. Another perk to using a Design-Build company is that if a client goes shopping on their 

own, they may not be entitled to discounts and special rates that are applied to Design-Build contractors.

The great thing about Design-Build firms for clients is that they don’t have to run around town and hire various people 

to do bits and pieces of the work, everything is done in-house. Either the Design-Build company has the staff in house to 

build from start to finish or they have fantastic sub-contractors who they trust do the work for them. Either way it’s less 

hassle for the client to scout and research all these elements of a remodel.

Remodeling is a stressful process so why not make it as painless as possible and hire someone who can take on the 

whole project. Being able to design, pick product, and build all with one company is something not every contractor 

can offer so if the opportunity presents itself, check one out for your next remodel.
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